PATENT COOPERATION^|TpjJ/prO 03 FEB 2005 



From the INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



To: 

BAILEY WALSH & CO. 
5 York Place 
Leeds LSI 2SD 
UNITED KINGDOM 



11*^2329? 
PCT 



NOTIFICATION OF TRANSMITTAL OF 
THE INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT AND 
THE WRITTEN OPINION OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
SEARCHING AUTHORITY, OR THE DECLARATION 



(PCT Rule 44.1) 





Date of mailing 

(day/month/ysar) iq/ 08/2 004 ' 


Applicant's or agent's file reference \ 
GW-9318-GB ^^Gl^- 


FOR FURTHER ACTION See paragraphs 1 and 4 below 


International application No. 
PCT/GB2004/001807 


International filing date 

(day/monwyear) 28/04/2004 


Applicant 

ALCO HI-TEK LIMITED 



□ 
□ 



The applicant is hereby notified that the international search report and the written opinion of the International Searching 
Authority have been established and ai'e transmitted herewith. 

Filing of amendments and statement under Article 19: 

The applicant is entitled, if he so wishes, to amend the claims of the International Application (see Rule 46): 
When? The time limit for filing such amendments is normally 2 months from the date of transmittal of the 
International Search Report; however, for more details, see the notes on the accompanying sheet. 

Where? Directly to the International Bureau of WlPO, 34 chemin des Colombettes 

1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland, Fascimile No.: (41-22) 740,14.35 
For more detailed instructions, see the notes on the accompanying sheet. 

The applicant is hereby notified that no international search report will be established and that the declaration under 
Article I7(2)(a) to that effect and the written opinion of the International Searching Authority are transmitted herewith. 

With regard to the protest against payment of (an) additional fee(s) under Rule 40.2, the applicant is notified that: 

□ 



□ 



the protest together with the decision thereon has been transmitted to the International Bureau together with the 
applicant's request to forward the texts of both the protest and the decision thereon to the designated Offices. 

no decision has been made yet on the protest; the applicant will be notified as soon as a decision is made. 



4. Reminders 

Shortly after the expiration of 18 months from the priority date, the international application wilt be published by the 
International Bureau. If the applicant wishes to avoid or postpone publication, a notice of withdrawal of the international 
application, or of the priority claim, must reach the International Bureau as provided in Rules 90d/s.1 and 90bis.3, respectively, 
before the completion of the technical preparations for international publication. 

The applicant may submit comments on an informal basis on the written opinion of the International Searching Authority to the 
International Bureau. The International Bureau will send a copy of such comments to all designated Offices unless an 
international preliminary examination report has been or is to be established. These comments would also be made available to 
the public but not before the expiration of 30 months from the priority date. 

Within 19 months from the priority date, but only in respect of some designated Offices, a demand for international preliminary 
examination must be tiled if the applicant wishes to postpone the entry into the national phase until 30 months from the priority 
date (in some Offices even later); otherwise, the applicant must, within 20 months from the priority date, perform the prescribed 

acts for entry into the national phase before those designated Offices. 

in respect of other designated Offices, the time limit of 30 months (or later) will apply even if no demand is filed within 19 
months. 

See the Annex to Form PCT/IB/301 and. for details about the applicable time limits, Office by Office, see the PCT Applicant's 
Gt/Zde,. Volume II, National Chapters and the WlPO Internet site. 




Name and mailing address of the International Searching Authority 

European Patent Office, P.B. 5818 Patentlaan 2 
NL-2280 HV Rijswijk 

Tel. (+31-70) 340-2040, tx. 31 651 epo nl, 
Fax: (+31-70) 340-3016 



Authorized officer 

Bernd Stephan 



- 9 AUG 2004 
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(See notes on accompanying sheet) 



PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCT 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

(PCT Article 18 and Rules 43 and 44) 



Applicant's or agenf s file reference 
GW-9318-GB 


FOR FURTHER pQ^pri pct/isa/220 

ACTION where applicable, item 5 below. 


International application No. 


International filing date (day/month/year) 


(Earliest) Priority Date (day/month/year) 


PCT/GB2 004/001807 


28/04/2004 


29/04/2003 


Applicant 




i 


ALCO HI^TEK LIMITED 







This International Search Report has been prepared by this International Searching Authority and Is transmitted to the applicant 
according to Article 18. A copy is being transmitted to the International Bureau. 



This International Search Report consists of a total of . 



sheets. 



fx] It is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited In this report. 



1 . Basis of the report 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of the international application in the 
language in which it was filed, unless othenwise indicated under this item. 

I I The international search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to 
this Authority (Rule 23-1 (b)). 

b. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, see Box No. I. 
^* Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box II). 

3. 1^ Unity of invention Is lacking (see Box III). 

4. With regard to the title, 

fx] the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 
I I the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



5. With regard to the abstract, 

I I the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

[x] the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears in Box No. IV, The applicant 
may, within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments to this Authority. 

6. With regards to the drawings, 

a. the figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 2 

I I as suggested by the applicant. 

[x\ as selected by this Authority, because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 
. | I as selected by this Authority, because this figure better characterizes the invention. 

b. Q none of the figures is to be published with the abstract. 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International application No. 

r:T/GB2004/001807 



Box No. IV Text Of the absf1Wr(Continuation of item 5 of the first sheet) 



m 



The invention relaties to a valve assembly (1) , typically of; the double biock'_ : 

and bleed type. Conventionally these assemblies include a flange formation. at 
each end to allow the same to be joined to adjacent pipeline end flanges. 
However this causes problems as there are limitations on the acceptable" length 
of these valve types. The present invention provides ports j(34) for the. :77~^~: 
reception of location means (32) in the valve body (2) without the need for 
the flange formations and therefor allows the valve body {2) to extend along 



the whole length of the valve assembly (1), increasing the space available "for. h 
the valve components within the valve assembly (1) . * i-f - ^- 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of first sheet (3)) (January 2004) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International Application No 

PCT/GB2004/001807 



A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT M 

IPC 7 F16K5/06 



55/07 



According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to bo\h national classification and IPC 



B. FIELDS SEARCHED 



Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 

IPC 7 F16K F16L 



Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched 



Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and. where practical, search terms used) 

EPO-Internal , WPI Data 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



Relevant to claim No. 



wo 02/29303 A (OLIVER MARK ; SHILLITO PAUL 
(GB); OLIVER TWINSAFE VALVES LTD (GB)) 
11 April 2002 (2002-04-11) 

page 3, paragraph 7 - page 5, paragraph 3 

claims 1,6 
figures 1,2,4 



US 4 890 643 A (OLIVER JOHN P) 

2 January 1990 (1990-01-02) 
figures 1,2 

column 3, line 4 - column 5, line 23 
claim 1 



EP 1 038 132 B (ALCO HI TEK LTD) 
30 January 2002 (2002-01-30) 
paragraphs '0009! - '0018!; claim 1; 
figure 1 

-/-- 



1-12,15, 
16 

13,14 



1-12,15, 
16 



1.11, 
13-16 



Further documents are listed in the continuation of box C. 



Patent family members are listed in annex. 



Special categories of cited documents : 

•A* document defining the general state of the art which is not 
considered to be of particular relevance 

"E* earlier document but published on or after the international 
filing date 

•I ' document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or 
which is cited to establish the publication date of another 
citation or other special reason (as specified) 

'O' document referring to an oral disclosure, use. exhibition or 
other means 

■P' document published prior to the international filing date but 
later than the priority date claimed 



'T' later document published after the international filing date 
or priority date and not in conflict with the application but 
cited to understand the principle or theory underlying the 
invention 

"X" document of particular relevance: the claimed invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
involve an inventive step when the document is taken alone 

■V document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 

cannot be considered to involve an inventive step when the 
document is combined with one or more other such docu- 
ments, such combination being obvious to a person skilled 
in the art. 

'&■ document member of the same patent family 



Date of the actual completion of the international search 



29 July 2004 



Date of mailing of the intematioriat search report 



10/08/2004 



Name and mailing address of the ISA 

European Patent (Office. P.B. 5818 Patentlaan 2 
NL - 2280 HV Rijswijk 
Tel. (+31 -70) 340-2040. Tx. 31 651 epo nl. 
Fax: (+31-70) 340-3016 



Authorized officer 



Jankowska, M 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International Application No 

PCT/GB2004/001807 



C.tC6ntinuation) DOCUMENTS CON 



Category *■ 



Citation of document, will 



ED TO BE RELEVANT 



[ion, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 




Relevant to claim No. 



GB 2 274 317 A (SPIRAX SARCO LTD) , 

20 July 1994 (1994-07-20) 

page 2, -line 28 - page 3, line 10; figure 



1-10, 
12-16 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

Information on patent family members 



International Application No 

PCT/GB2004/001807 



Patent document 
cited in search report 



Publication 
date 



Patent family 
member(s) 



Publication 
date 



wo 


0229303 


A 


11- 


-04- 


■2002 


AT 


266835 


T 


15-05-2004 














AU 


6408301 


A 


15-04-2002 














DE 


60103295 


Dl 


17-06-2004 














EP 


1322886 


Al 


02-07-2003 














WO 


0229303 


Al 


11-04-2002 














US 


2004016463 


Al 


29-01-2004 


us 


4890643 


A 


02- 


-01- 


-1990 


NONE 








EP 


1038132 


B 


27- 


-09- 


-2000 


AT 


212699 


T 


15-02-2002 














AU 


8738598 


A 


11-12-1998 














DE 


69803701 


Dl 


14-03-2002 














EP 


1038132 


A2 


27-09-2000 














US 


6220290 


Bl 


24-04-2001 














WO 


9852400 


A2 


26-11-1998 


GB 


2274317 


A 


20- 


-07- 


-1994 


GB 


.2274318 


A ,B 


20-07-1994 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (patent tamily annex) (January 2004) 



PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

From the INTERNATIQ 



WO 2004/0y/2^/5 
PCT/GB2004/00180* 



PCT 




FIRST NOTICE INFORMING THE APPLICANT OF 
THE COMMUNICATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
APPLICATION (TO DESIGNATED OFFICES WHICH 
DO NOT APPLY THE 30 MONTH TIME LIMIT 
UNDER ARTICLE 22(1)) 

(PCT Rule 47.1(c)) 



Dale of mailing (dav/montli/year) 

02 December 2004 (02,12.2004) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 

GW-9318-GB CxS6H--PCT 



International application No. 
PCT/GB2004/001807 



To: 



BUREAU 



BAILEY WALSH & CO LL^ 
5 York Place 
Leeds LSI 2SD 
ROYAUME-UNI 




IMPORTANT NOTICE 



International filing date ida\/mont}t/\ear) 
28 April 2004 (28.04.2004) 



Priority date (dav/mont}t/\ear) 

29 Aprir2003 (29.04.2003) 



Applicant 



ALCO HI-TEK LIMITED et al 



L ATTENTION: For any designated Ofrice(s), for which the time limit under Article 22(1), as in force from 1 April 2002 (30 months from 
the priority date), does apply, please see Form PCT/IB/308(Second and Supplementary Notice) (to be issued promptly after the expiration 
of 28 months from the priority date). 

2. Notice is hereby given that the following designated Office(s), for which the lime hmii under Article 22(1), as in force from 1 April 2002, 
does not apply, has/have requested that the communication of the international application, as provided for in Article 20, be effected under 
Rule 93bis.i. The International Bureau has effected that communication on the date indicated below: 

1 1 November 2004 (1 Li 1.2004) 

CH 

In accordance with Rule Al A{c-bis){\), those Offices will accept the present notice as conclusive evidence that the communication of the 
international application has duly taken place on the date of mailing indicated above and no copy of the international application is required 
to be furnished by the applicant to the designated Office(s). 

3. The following designated Offices, for which the time hmit under Article 22(1), as in force from 1 April 2002, does not apply, have not 
requested, as at the time of mailing of the present notice, that the conununication of the international application be effected under Rule 
93bisA : 

Fl, LU. SE, T2, UG, ZM 

In accordance with Rule47.1(c-fcij)(ii), those Offices accept the present notice as conclusive evidence that the Contracting State for which 
that Office acts as a designated Office does not require the furnishing, under Article 22, by the applicant of a copy of the international 
application. 

4. TIME LIMITS for entry into the national phase 

For the designated Office(s) listed above, and unless a demand for international preliminary examination has been filed before the 
expiration of 19 months from the priority date (see Article 39(1)), the applicable time limit for entering the national phase will, subject to 
what is said in the following paragraph, be 20 MONTHS from the priority date. 

In practice, time limits other than the 20-month time limit will continue to apply, for various periods of time, in respect of certain of the 
designated Offices listed above. For regular updates on the applicable time limits (20 or 21 months, or other time limit), Office by 
Office, refer to the PCT Gazette, the PCT Newsletter and the PCT Applicant's Guide, Volume II, National Chapters, all available from 
WIPO's Internet site, at http://www.wipo.int/pct/en/index.htmL 

It is the applicant's sole responsibility to monitor aU these time limits. 



6 DEC 2004 





The International Bureau of WlPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 

Facsimile No.+41 22 740 14 35 


Authorized officer 

Dorothee Mulhausen 

Facsimile No.+41 22 338 87 40 



Form PCT/lB/308(First Notice) (January 2004) 



PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 



From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



PCT i 

NOTIFICATION OF THE RECORDING j 
OF A CHANGE j 

I 

(PCT Rule 92bis.1 and \ 
Administrative Instructions, Section 422) 



Date of matiing (day/month/year) 

29 December 2004 (29.12.2004) 



To: 



BAILEY WALSH & CO CLP 
5 York Place 
Leeds LSI 2S D 
United Kingdbt 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
GW-9318-GB 



IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 



International application No. 
PCT/GB2004/001807 



International filing date (day/month/year) 
28 April 2004 (28.04,2004) 



1. Th 
X 


e following indications appeared on record concerning: 
the applicant [ [ the inventor | [ the agent | | the common representative 


Name and Address 

ALCO HI-TEK LIMITED i 
Mission Works j 
Birds Royd Lane 1 
Brighouse 1 
W Yorkshire HD6 1LQ * 
United Kingdom 


State of Nationality 
GB 


State of Residence 
GB 


. Telephone No. 


Facsimile No. 


Teleprinter No. 


2. The International Bureau hereby notifies the applicatnt that the following change has been recorded concerning: 
1 1 the person X the name | [j the address [ | the nationality [ | the residence 


Name and Address | 

XAMOL LTD 1 
Mission Works i 
Birds Royd Lane | 
Brighouse i 
W.Yorkshire HD6 ILQ : 
United Kingdom \ 

i 
I 


State of Nationality 
GB 


State of Residence 
GB 


Telephone No. 


Facsimile No. 


Teleprinter No. 


3. Further observations, if necessary: 

Change in applicant's name due to an assignment. 


4. A copy of this notification has been sent to: ; 
[ X| the receiving Office I ^ 
1 1 the International Searching Authority ^ 
1 1 the International Preliminary Examining Authority |^ 


X [ the designated Offices concerned 
I the elected Offices concerned 
1 other: 





The International Bureau of WlPO , 
34, chemin des Colombettes ' 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 

Facsimile No. (41-22)338.87.40 


Authorized officer 

Paulette BOCCARD * 
Telephone No. (41 -22) 338 8147 



Form PCT/lB/306 (March 1994) 



006550565 



- 7 JAN 2005 



